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Place's opinion is certainly borne out by the remarkable improvement in the health of
Manchester in a period during which the population had quadrupled. In 1757 the death-
rate was estimated at i in 25 -7, in 1770 at i in 28, in 1811 at i in 74 and in 1821 it had
still further improved. This great advance was ascribed to the efforts of Dr Percival and
Dr Ferriar. F. Bisset Hawkins, Elements of Medical Statistics, 1829, p. 19. Blane, Medical
Dissertations.
(9)	It was a maxim of Dr Harrison (in Amelia) * :Hut no man can descend below himself
in doing any act which may contribute to protect an innocent person or to bring a rogue
to the gallows'.
(10)	Causes of the late Increase of Rogers, 1751, p. xiv. See also The Case of Bosavem
Pentez, p. 47 and passim*
(n) op. cit. 25 February 1752. Fielding's methods and point of view are well illustrated
by his comments on this case: 'By the law of England as it now stands, if a larceny be
absolutely committed, however slight the suspicion be against the accused, the justice...
is obliged in strictness to commit the party, especially if he have not sureties for his
appearance.. .. Nor will the trifling value of the thing stolen, nor any circumstance of
mitigation justify his discharging the prisoner. Nay, Mr Dalton says, that when the felony
is proved to have been done, should the party appear to demonstration innocent, the
justice	must commit or bail And however absurd this opinion may appear, my Lord
Hale hath thought fit to embrace and transcribe it in his Pleas of the Crown. Thus, for a
theft of twopence or threepence value, a poor wretch may lie starving and confined in jail
near two months in this town, and in the country above half a year, before he is brought to
his trial. The consequences of which are, first, that he is even thus punished infinitely
above the degree of his guilt. Secondly, that he is absolutely undone, his business lost and
his reputation gone for ever. Thirdly, that he is totally contaminated and corrupted by the
conversation of notorious thieves.... In a word, he hath lost all restraints and acquired
every incitement to villainy, and every qualification for it... .* He urges summary process
before a magistrate instead of committal to the Sessions.
(12)	See J. Fielding, An Account of the Origin and Effects of a Plan of Police,.. and,.,
a Plan for preserving those deserted Girls who become Prostitutes from Necessity, *. „. On a
search night when the constables have taken up near forty prostitutes, it has appeared upon
their examination, that the major part of them have been of thfe kind, under the age of
eighteen, many not more than twelve, and those, though so young, half eat up with the
foul distemper. Who can say that one of these poor children had been prostitutes through
* viciousness? No, they are young, unprotected and of the female sex, therefore become lie
prey of the baud and debauchee.*
 (13)	Middlesex Order Book> 14 April and 19 May 1763. Fifty-seven justices presented
a memorandum to the Sessions which runs: * We are of opinion the opening of several
public offices ... for two magistrates to sit daily by rotation... for the administration
of justice will not only add honour to the Commission, but be productive of several good
purposes,'
 (14)	A guide-book to London gives the following list of rotation ofiices where *two or
more magistrates sit daily . .. from ten to three to hear complaints ... the expenses of
hearing at these offices is seldom above a few shillings,...
* For Westminster and the County of Middlesex -
Bow Street, Covent Garden.
Litchfield Street.
Hyde Street, Bloomsbury.
St Martin's Street, Leicester Fields.

